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m.J @ Qm..—ﬁw Votes would carry more weight with instant runoff

mwsm&m <oﬁ2.m can make
every vote count more by
approving Proposal B for
instant runoff voting.

The instant runoff bal-
lot proposal would let voters regis-
ter their first choice and rank the
other options. Voters could, in ef-
fect, hedge their bets and maintain
influence even when their. first
choice doesn’t win. The m%mﬂmE is
common in Europebut rare in the
United States.

~ A-yes vote would amend the
Ferndale city charter and apply to
mayor and City Council elections only.

The sophisticated system more:-

atcurately reflects voter sentiment.

As it stands, candidates with :E.u
support can now win some elections
when several candidates split the
vote. Under the new system, voters
would get a‘first, second and third
choicé, ranked in order of prefer-

* ence. If no candidate gets a major-

ity, the system eliminates the candi-
date with the fewest votes. Second-
choice votes for those candidates gc
to remaining candidates until one
n»dm&mnm gets a majority.

".Council member Scott Galloway
mwa the new m%mﬁmg would bring out
more voters and give diverse candi-

-dates, including oosmﬁémsém_ a

vmﬁ\m« chance to win.
It would &mo m:oﬁ voters to vote

for a long-shot candidate without
feeling that they’re throwing away
their votes.

Instant runoff wouldn't start un-
til Ferndale has the technology for
it. The city plans to buy new optical
scan voting equipment next year.
Adding the software to make in-
stant runoff work would cost little.

Often on the cutting edge of gov-
ernment, Ferndale deserves credit:
for trying something different. The
city would have to educate its citi-

zens on how the new system works. .

First, Ferndale residents should em-
brace the opportunity for more
choices, and power, by voting YES
on Proposal B.
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