[image: image1.png]



Box 20076, Ferndale, MI 48220 . Phone: 248-336-9241 . Web: http://www.firv.org

Email: contact@firv.org 

Suggested Ballot Question and Summary for Charter Amendment Proposal Regarding Instant Runoff Voting for Mayoral Elections

While we realize that the final ballot question and/or any summary necessary will be drawn up by the Council and/or Election Commission, we have provided suggested versions of each drawn up in conjunction with national experts who have worked on previous successful Instant Runoff Voting campaigns.

One Sentence Ballot Question:

Based on previous Ferndale ballot proposals, we believe that the November 2004 ballot itself will specifically contain a one-sentence question, with the full text of the proposed charter amendment posted in the voting booth. If this is indeed the case, as we feel is ideal, we suggest that the following ballot question be used.

“Shall the City of Ferndale use instant run-off voting to elect its Mayor with a majority of the vote?”

Charter Amendment Proposal Summary:

Experienced election reformers have suggested that the use of a one-sentence ballot question is preferable when placing an Instant Runoff Voting measure on the ballot. However, if for some reason a more detailed summary of the charter amendment proposal is necessary, we suggest the summary provided below as a rough outline. This could serve either as the basis of a summary for the full suggested language that we have provided in another document or, alternatively, as the basis for the charter amendment itself with the more detailed amendment language then serving as an ordinance that the Council would be authorized to enact by the amendment. It can of course be modified to reflect any changes that come about as a result of the decision-making process.

Again, while experience has shown the one-sentence ballot question and full charter amendment language to be ideal, we wish to provide the Council and Election Commission with material for all the possible contingencies.

"Shall the Ferndale charter be amended by inserting the new section 4A in Chapter III to read:

In order to promote the principle of majority rule, in a single election, the Mayor shall be elected using the instant runoff voting method. The City Council shall adopt appropriate ordinances to provide for instant runoff voting prior to the Mayoral election of 2005. Such instant runoff ordinances shall give voters the option of ranking candidates in order of choice. If no candidate receives a majority of first preferences, the winner shall be determined by counting all ballots in a series of runoff rounds. In each subsequent round of counting, the candidate with the fewest votes shall be eliminated and all voters selecting that candidate shall have their ballots count for the next highest-ranked continuing candidate ranked on their ballot. This process of sequential elimination shall continue until one candidate has a majority of votes of all continuing ballots cast. Said ordinance shall provide for a simple and easy to understand ballot design, and shall provide for efficient means of carrying out the purposes of this charter section including how to handle ties at any stage of the count."

