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There’s a chance that Ferndale voters could start a new way of voting as early as next year.  Voters Tuesday approved a system called “instant runoff voting.”  It is supposed to eliminate the need for runoff elections by having voters rank candidates in order of preference in races where more than two candidates are on the ballot.  Howard Ditkoff with the group “Ferndale for Instant Runoff Voting” says the city would start using the system for Mayoral and City Council elections as soon as the proper software is available, reliable and affordable. 

 “As far as the software availability, it may happen next year.  Ferndale is getting new voting machines.  We’ve been told they are compliant for IRV.  We just need software for it.  We know it is available.  They used it in San Francisco and it worked on Tuesday.  As far as the cost, that is one of the factors we are waiting to get.”       

Ferndale’s next mayoral election is next year.  Ditkoff says he’s not sure whether the instant runoff system can be ready by then.  San Francisco used instant runoff voting in its City Council race this week.  Officials there say a software problem has led to a delay in getting complete results. 
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A new voting system Ferndale voters approved this week might not be ready in time for the mayoral election next year.  Ferndale is to start instant runoff voting as soon as the necessary software is available, reliable and affordable. More from Michigan Radio’s Michael Leland.
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 Instant runoff voting asks voters to rank candidates in order of preference.  If no candidate gets a majority of votes, then voters’ second and possibly third choices are considered until someone gets more than 50-percent.  Howard Ditkoff with the group Ferndale for Instant Runoff Voting says it might still be a few years before city voters use the new system.
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San Francisco used instant runoff voting for several city council races this week.  A software problem has delayed results in that election.

